
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Volume 102, July - September, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Board of Directors 
Scott Reed, President 
Jessi Sugg, V. President 
John Freeman, Secretary 
Karen Mooney, Treasurer 
Jamey Ballard  
Janet Gullett 
Kim Hood 
Mark Jackson  
Rebecca Hudson 
Rosie Jones 
Steven Woodruff Jr.  
Amy Crowley 
Erin Wooten 
Collen Hudson 
Greg Armstrong 
Alex Jackson 
 
Sheila G. Brand 
         Executive Director  
Natalie White, LPC 
        Clinical Program Coordinator 
Kasy Ates, LMSW 
        Shelter Counselor 
Cynthia Mathews, 
        Case Manager 
Paige Lamkin, 
        Administrative Assistant 
Sara Gallman, LMSW 
        CAC Clinical Coordinator 
Penny Peralto, LSW 
         Forensic Interviewer 
Ashton Woodson 
        CAC Pilot Project Manager 
Genika McGee, MS, CMHT 
        TLP Advisor 
Kelly Michael 
         Outreach/Office Assistant 
Jessica Robinson, BSW 
           TLP Life Skills Coach 
Maryauna Sterling, MS 
           CAC Advocate/Therapist 
Cassidy Snyder, BSW 
           CAC Victim Advocate 
Jennifer Spears, BSW 
           Forensic Interviewer 
 
Direct-Care Staff:  
Virginia Tallie; Lou Ann Golden; 
Creacy Fulton; JoAnn Petty;; 
Parthina Rogers; Annie Webber; 
Farrah Honea, Ora Davis; Tameka 
Cunningham; Larina Sparks; Shelia 
Bush; Lakita Goss, and Yanci 
Lavender 

                      Transforming Lives.   

 A MESSAGE FROM SHEILA: 
With the passing of Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom, I am 

reminded of one of her many ‘royal quotes’ used to inspire others – “When life 
seems hard, the courageous do not lie down and accept defeat; instead, they are 
all the more determined to struggle for a better future.”  This is such a powerful 
message for children, youth, and families dealing with trauma, abuse, and 
uncertainty.  The fight or flight response is definitely real and drives many of the 
conversations, behaviors, and treatment plans for the children receiving our 
services.  The emotions of fear, anxiety, sadness, and restlessness often interfere 
with our ability to maintain courage and optimism in difficult situations.  As adults, 
we experience this. 

 As children and youth, the realities and emotions of life situations are sometimes too overwhelming for them.  Trauma 
is relentless and every child that enters our doors is experiencing some type of trauma.  They need help, and often 
ask for help in the most unloving ways.  Our job is to offer them a safe space to manage all of the emotions related to 
their trauma experience and help them gain the courage for a better future.  This is the goal, some children experience 
the impact of this goal and some children choose to fight the help being offered.  We hope to impact all children in a 
positive way but the reality is that we will impact a few and their lives will be changed dramatically. 
 
Sally Kate Winters Family Services has been busy this quarter with the unexpected.  During a July thunderstorm, we 
experienced severe property damage to the TLP houses from falling trees.  Thankfully, the three male clients asleep 
in one of the housing units were not injured when a hackberry tree fell through the center of the house.  Frightened for 
sure, but no physical injuries!!  Bob Lummus and his crew were Rock Stars for a few days so that our TLP clients did 
not have to be displaced for a lengthy period of time.  We did however, suspend intake for female residents while one 
housing unit is receiving structural repairs.  Hopeful this program will be back to normal by December 1st. 
  
Also, Sally Kate Winters Family Services received notification of funding for several grant applications submitted to 
support all four programs.  The Victims of Crime Act Grant renewed funding to support services provided for child 
victims through the Emergency Shelter Program and Children’s Advocacy Center Program.  The Family and Youth 
Services Bureau approved funding for a three-year grant cycle for the Transitional Living Program supported by the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.  This funding source also supports the Basic Center Grant for the availability of 
four shelter beds within the Emergency Shelter Program to serve runaway and homeless youth.  This program is 
entering Year 2 of a three-year funding cycle.  State Assessment funds allocated by the Mississippi Legislature was 
awarded through the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Mississippi to support services available through the CAC 
program and Multi-disciplinary response to felony child abuse cases.  International Paper Foundation awarded a 
$3,500 grant to support improved well-being services for children placed in the Emergency Shelter Program.  Grant 
applications along with local support are vital to meeting the annual operating budget of the organization.  Local 
financial support and volunteer hours are identified as match sources to meet eligibility requirements for most of the 
federal and state funding secured.  All revenue streams allow us to continue meeting the daily the needs of children 
and youth in crisis.   
 
Sally Kate Winters Family Services will be experiencing a leadership transition within the last quarter of 2022.  After 
twenty-eight years as the Executive Director, I decided to step down from this position. This decision is definitely 
bittersweet and I do not have the words to convey the impact this experience has made in my life.  I am grateful for the 
opportunity to work for this organization and to make a difference in the lives of 4,352 children and youth in crisis.  The 
growth and improvements made to our program and services are a true example of community involvement with 142 
board members, 100 individuals employed, and countless volunteers, together we have built a stable 
organization.  Now is the time to allow a new leader to emerge and move the organization forward.  My hope is that 
the next Executive Director experiences the overwhelming generosity and support of this community that has been 
evident throughout my tenure.  We look forward to this new transition and your continued support.  Thanks again for 
entrusting me to serve in this capacity through the years, forever humbled by this experience! 
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“Staff Additions”
We are excited to share with you our new Victim Advocate Cassidy Snyder, and Forensic Interviewer 
Jennifer Spears. Cassidy is a graduate from University of Tennessee Martin’s Social Work program. 
She loves all things Disney, coffee, her husband, two dogs, and Mississippi State Baseball! Jennifer is 
a graduate of the Mississippi State University Social Work Program. She enjoys spending time with her 
family, visiting the beach, and watching a good movie! We are so excited for these two to join our 
SKWFS team. 

Jennifer Spears Cassidy Snyder

PROGRAM UPDATE  
For July, August & September 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emergency Shelter Program 

ESP services were provided for 22 children who received a total of 433 nights of service. The children represented ages 6-
17, with neglect, and family violence being the reasons for placement. 13 counties were represented through shelter 
placement by the Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services. 
 
Runaway & Homeless Youth Program 
RHY shelter services were provided for 2 youth, both age 13, for a total of 18 nights of service. The youth represented 1 
county and were identified as runaway and youth at-risk of homelessness. 6 crisis calls were managed by RHY staff, 
providing resources for youth in need of services. A total of 31 Safe Place Sites are available in a 5 county area to assist 
youth in crisis and connect them to local services. 
 
Overnight Respite Program 
Overnight respite services were provided for 2 foster care children for a total of 9 nights of service. The Overnight Respite 
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Transitional Living Program 
TLP services were provided for 4 youth for a total of 277 nights of service. 3 counties were represented through the services 
offered by TLP. Youth participated in life skills classes, volunteer activities, educational enrollment, and employment as part 
of the TLP program. 
 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
CAC services were offered for 62 children and their non-offending caregivers. Services include forensic interviewing, victim 
advocacy, on-site mental health, and referrals for other services. These children represented child abuse cases involving alleged 
sexual abuse, physical abuse, and witnesses to a violent crime. 10 counties were represented through the services offered by the 
CAC, along with monthly Multi-disciplinary Meetings and case review in the counties of Clay, Choctaw, Lowndes, Oktibbeha, and 
Noxubee. 
 
Sally Kate Winters Family Services provided a total of 2,211 meals for children in need during this quarter. 
A total of 48 individuals donated 516.5 volunteer hours during the quarter. 
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 MEMORIALS 
 In Memory of Henry Tex Brown & Mike J. 
Brown 
  By Tex and Barbara Brown 
In Memory of Robin Taggart 
  By Trina Dendy 
In Memory of Jayn Duncan & Lorean Flippen 
  By Mr. & Mrs. Ken Harrelson 
In Memory of Lashell Jeffrey 
  By Steve and Becky McKinney 
In Memory of Jane Rives 
  By Jason Bryan 
In Memory of Jane Rivers 
  By Lee Ann McClure 
In Memory of Jane Rives & Dorothy West 
  By David and Elaine Loftin 
In Memory of Alice Kendrick 
  By Paula Schuerer 
In Memory of Alice Kendrick 
  By Carl Bryan 
In Memory of Alice Eugenia Kendrick 
  By Jon & Dr. Beth Thomas 
In Memory of Mike Meeks 
  By Ann Bryan Jameson 
In Memory of Rachel Donahoo Cannon 
  By Gale Griggs 
In Memory of Betty Keltner 
  By Ellen Wolanek 

  In Memory of Larry Trulove 
  By Carl Bryan 
In Memory of Lorean Flippen & Rachel 
Donahoo Cannon 
  By Thea Kay Tribble 
In Memory of Rachel Donahoo Cannon 
  By Linda McNeil 
In Memory of W. Lee Elam 
  By Donald and Marie Crabtree 
In Memory of Rachel Donahoo Cannon 
  By Mitzi Thompson & Hunter Coleman 
In Memory of Maxine Bryan 
  By Kathy & Mike McCoy 
In Memory of Landon Henson 
  By Mike & Billie Dee Henson 
In Memory of Charlene Pruett, Tommy 
Riddle, & Robert Pruett 
  By Frances Westfaul 
In Memory of Mike Meeks 
  By Amy Kellog Milton 
In Memory of Mike Meeks 
  By Steve & Becky McKinney 
In Memory of Mike Meeks 
  By Mr. & Mrs. Don Childs 
In Memory of Vera Walters & Ben Chase 
Callon 
  By David & Elaine Loftin 
 

In Memory of Jerry Guest, Lorean Flippen, 
Brenda Edwards, Bobbie Jean Hazelwood, 
and Robin Taggart 
  By Heath & Sheila Brand 
In Memory of Carl Daniels, Lorean Flippen, 
Makayla Coggins, Robin Taggart, & Doug 
Jolly 
  By Kim Hood 
In Memory of Howard & Ann Miskelly, Bob 
Drake, and Jane Rives 
  By Suzanne Word, Thomas Word, Amy & 
Wilkes Bryan, Matt & Dayna Word, and Jenny 
& Earl Stubblefield 
In Memory of Jane Rives 
  By Kim Hood 
In Memory of Ann and Howard Miskelly 
  By Rosemary Fisher 
In Memory of Rachel Donahoo Cannon 
  By Elizabeth Bounds 
In Memory of Marie Perkins, Mike Meeks, & 
Homer Dyer 
  By Donna Ross 
In Memory of Alice Kendrick 
  By Mr. & Mrs. Jim Murray 
In Memory Mike Meeks 
  By Eunice Coleman  
In Memory of Alice Kendrick & Virginia 
Discon 
  By Louise Permenter 

  
 

       
 

 
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   

   

   

   HONORARIUMS 
In Honor of Cooper Lyon 
  By Susan & Joe Portera 
 In Honor of Wayne & Linda Wells 
  By Nancy Critz 
 

In Honor of Ruby Barton 
  By Larry Barton 

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Danny Rainey 
  By Gale Griggs 
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Morgan Chapel Baptist Church
Allie Rhett
Helen Quinn
Sarah Powell
Myra Miller
JoAnna Jameson
Becky McKinney
Cynthia Duncan
GiGi’s on a Mission

Tracy Holcombe
Janice Fowler
Trina Dendy
Dorothy Smith
Lyon Insurance
Palestine Methodist Church
Stacy Thompson
Floyd and Brenda House

Jade Cox
Stafford’s Big Burgers
Matt and Erin Wooten
Suzanne Calvert
Pam Scott
We Got All That
Pat Patterson
Jean Terry

“Christmas Shirt”
It’s Chirstmas Shirt time! Christmas shirts, (Youth XS-L 
$25, Adult S-XXX-Large $25), tiles and ornaments ($16) 
are availble for pre-sale! Regular sales, pickups and 
payments will begin November 1st. You can order by 
calling 662-494-4867, messaging us on Social media, or 
email outreach@sallykatewinters.org. Proceeds will be 
directly impacting the lives of the youth served through 
our four programs! Thank you for supporting our 
organization and making a difference!

“Endowment Fund”
Did you know that Sally Kate Winters Family Services has an endowment fund? 

The purpose of an endowment fund is to financially sustain the mission and work of our organization. 
The principal of an endowment is kept intact and only the annual earnings, typically income and a 
portion of the capital growth, are used to fund current needs. Our organization has established its 

endowment so that we can continue to carry on our important work in the years to come. You can make 
a significant contribution to further our mission…and it’s easier than you might think. For more 

information, check out our website www.sallykatewinters.org

“Transitional Living Program”
Tyquan Conner entered into the Transitional Living Program June 2022 and has begun working toward 
independence and a sense of belonging. He has done this by participating in volunteer work at the 
Mission and Animal Shelter in West Point. Tyquan began participating in church services with the 
Mission and decided to give his life to Christ. The Mission organized a baptism service for the youth on 
August 24, 2022. Sally Kate Winters Family Services staff participated in the service. 

“Runaway and Homeless 
Youth”

During the third quarter we had two 
male youth come through our 
Runaway and Homeless Youth 
program. After exiting the program, 
the youth and their families are still
receiving aftercare counseling though 
Sally Kate Winters Family Services.

“Children’s Advocacy 
Center”

During the past few months, SKWFS 
CAC has increased efforts to enhance 
our partnerships with our 
multidisciplinary teams by providing 
related professional trainings. Trainings 
included “Legal Considerations in Child 
Abuse and Other Crimes against 
Children” and guidance on expert 
witness testimony for mental health 
providers of child victims. Effective 
multidisciplinary teamwork ensures that 
each case receives the investigation, 
advocacy services, follow-up, and 
desired legal outcome necessary for 
victims and their families. We 
appreciate all of our MDT members from 
Clay, Choctaw, Lowndes, Noxubee, and 
Oktibbeha counties!


